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We look round in a new world,
full of life and motion, and ceaseless
progress, and feel in ourselves all the
vigour and spirit to keep pace with it,
and do not foresee from any present
signs how we shall be left behind in the
race, decline into old age, and drop into

the grave. It is the simplicity and, as it
were, abstractedness of our feelings in
youth that (so to speak) identifies us
with Nature and (our experience being
weak and our passions strong) makes us
fancy ourselves immortal like it. Our
short —lived connexion with being, we
fondly flatter ourselves, is an indissoluble

and lasting union.
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